Discussion 3.3: Voice: Persona and Tone (Peer Review)

Our discussions will help you complete Assignment 3 of your Poetry Portfolio, found on the Unit 3 Portfolio Instructions page. In this discussion we'll think about the relationship between a poem's persona and tone, and its meaning.
Begin by reading "On the Amtrak from Boston to New York City" by Sherman Alexie in your textbook.  Describe the speaker and the emotions you hear. Which emotions are in conflict?  In what specific ways does the poet express that conflict?  What are the moral lessons of this poem?
Post one original post, and reply to at least two of your classmates.  See Grading and Evaluation: Discussions in the Syllabus for grading information.

This discussion is student-led.  I will keep my participation to a minimum.  Please focus on assisting each other to discover the emotions and meaning of this poem.
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Grading & Evaluation: Discussions
For discussions, you will be required to make a minimum of three posts within a single discussion. The first post you make is termed the "initial post" and the other two posts are termed the "response posts." The initial post will be your initial response to the questions that I pose in the discussion topic. This is the post that is weighed the heaviest (20 out of 40 points). Your initial post should present original ideas that show you are thinking through the discussion prompt. The other two posts are worth 10 points each; these should be responses to your peers’ initial posts.  I’m also looking for responses from you to my own questions and prompting within the discussion threads. NOTE: If your initial response to the discussion prompt isn't posted by Wednesday, you will lose 5 points.
I require that your initial posts in each discussion are well developed (6+ sentences). I am looking for quality posts that refer to the question, link to the readings, and apply literature and writing to the "real" world. Please use textual references (with proper citation) to maximize your points.  The response posts can be shorter, but I’m still looking for more than one sentence (aim for 3 to 5 sentences).
One-liners and general statements of agreement with other students (e.g. "I agree with your statement. Good job!"), that neither carry developmental value nor deepen the understanding of our discussion will not count toward the discussion requirement.  However, I do encourage brief statements of interest or accolade throughout discussion; they just don't count for the three developed postings you must make.
I really want you all to aim for quality of posts rather than quantity. You have a minimum of three posts per discussion. However, I would also ask that you don't monopolize a discussion. Although we would all enjoy hearing what you have to contribute, please rein yourself in if you know you tend to be loquacious and overzealous in discussions. In the end, please be self-aware, and have a good balance in quantity for discussions.  As instructor for the class, and facilitator for the discussions, I will be making many more discussion posts than anyone else in class; please don’t feel you need to keep up with me.
Additionally, your posts must meet deadline requirements. Your initial post must be made before the first weekly deadline, which is usually Wednesday. Your response posts must be made by a separate, later deadline, usually Sunday. All deadlines are publicized on the Schedule.  For discussions, the deadline is 11:59 PM on the night of the due date. Although I will attempt to remind you of discussion deadlines (especially toward the beginning of the semester to ease you into the routine), you are ultimately responsible for knowing the Schedule and what is due when.  Posts that appear after the deadline are not graded.
Finally, while I don't expect your discussion posts to be absolutely grammatically flawless or misspelling-free, I do expect that you will minimize the text-messaging shortcuts, and that you do not egregiously abuse the English language. Please do not use little-"i" instead of "I" in discussion forums (I will count off 5 points for doing this). Discussion is a place to practice good writing skills, so please do your best but don't agonize over every little grammar and spelling error.
If you have any questions or need clarification about discussion rubrics, please feel free to ask me.

